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treated specifically, the author considers it as indicated, six-sevenths 
of the cases showing decided improvement. The anti-syphilitic treat¬ 
ment is specially called for if there are concurrent specific lesions, or 
if the patient has never undergone an adequate cure. This treatment 
should not be prescribed in inveterate cases, in dyspeptic or cachetic 
subjects, in those who have been subjected to it repeatedly without 
any amelioration, and in patients showing intolerance for iodine, 
or mercury. The old inunction-method with mercuric ointment is 
recommended, four to six grammes daily,and thirty to sixty rubbings; 
then the treatment is suspended for several months. The action of KI 
is less favorable. Tonics and a hygienic regime are also valuable, and 
if hydrotherapy is resorted to, the temperature of the water must never 
be higher than 30 deg. C. Every effort must be made to improve the 
patient’s nutrition, and all injurious substances and habits, such as 
alcohol, tobacco, sexual excesses, exposure, etc., should be avoided. 
Among drugs, argent, nitr. in doses of 0.03 to 0.5 with or without 
extract, nuc. vom., is the most useful; strychnine, by the mouth or 
hypodermically (0.002 to 0.008) has been used with benefit in appro¬ 
priate cases. The following may also be of service: ergot, the bro¬ 
mides, and arsenic. There is as yet no positive proof of benefit being 
derived from organo-therapy (spermine, the glycero-phosphates). 
Electro-therapy is a valuable aid in treatment: the galvanic current 
along and across the spinal cord, galvanizations of the cervical sympa¬ 
thetic, positive pole applied over the cord in case of pain, and the neg-. 
ative pole along the crural and sciatic nerves. The surface of the 
dorsal electrodes must be 50 to 70 square ctms., the current of medium 
intensity, and the seances not too long. The electric (faradic) brush 
over the body and extremities is sometimes used. The effects of static 
electricity are uncertain. Counter irritations, thirty to fifty fine cautery 
points around the vertebral column, and blistering are at times bene¬ 
ficial. Among orthopoedic measures, massage and gymnastics may 
be given a trial. Nerve stretching is at present advocated by but few 
authorities, while suspension gives good results. Electricity, nerv- 
ina, and local anaesthetics are employed for lancinating pains, and 
painful visceral crises, but morphine should, if possible, be omitted. 
Fraenkel has developed a method of muscular exercises which proves 
quite satisfactory. For vesical troubles, electricity; for tabetic arthro¬ 
pathy rest and compressive dressings of iodine are ordered. Psych¬ 
ical treatment should also be borne in mind. 

MaCAL ASTER. 

Thymus Gland in the Treatment of Exophthalmic Goitre. 

Todd (Brit. Med. Jour., July 25, 1896) reports one of the few 
recorded cases in which the results of the above treatment were excel¬ 
lent. The patient was a delicate girl of twenty-two, and the disease 
was well developed and typical in every way. She had been treated at 
different times with iron, belladonna, arsenic, digitalis, strophanthus 
and other drugs besides various local applications, without more than 
slight temporary benefit. 

“ On September 29, 1895, her pulse was 156 and very irregular 
both in force and frequency. The apex beat was visible in the sixth 
space, 1inch inside the nipple line. The heart sounds were irregular 
arid tumultuous, but no definite murmur could be made out. The 
pulsation of the cardiac area was very violent. The thyroid was sym¬ 
metrically enlarged, with evident pulsation and a loud bruit audible 
over it. Exophthalmus was marked but not excessive. Von Graefe’s 
sign was not well marked. She was much distressed by the palpitation 
and suffered greatly from insomnia.” Thirty grains of dried thymus 
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in the forms of tabloids were given daily and on the third day the 
pulse had fallen to 130 and was quite regular. The treatment was con¬ 
tinued, the amount of thymus being gradually increased to 100 grains 
daily, and at the end of three weeks the pulse had fallen to 73 and was 
regular, the pulsation over the cardiac area and the thyroid being very 
much less. The size of the thyroid was not diminished, but the exoph¬ 
thalmos was less marked. The patient felt much better, was able to 
sleep, and took food well. At one time she was without the drug for 
three days, during which time she did not feel so well. 

Patrick (Chicago). 

Treatment of Chlorosis by Ovarine. 

MM. Spillmann and G. Etienne (Gazette Hebdomadaire de Mede- 
cine, Aug. 27, 1896) treated six chlorotic cases with ovarian substance 
in the form of fresh sheeps’ ovaries or ovarian fluid prepared by the 
Brown-Sequard method. All the patients suffered acute pain in the 
lower abdomen with headache and vague muscular aches. Two of the 
patients had some elevation of temperature; three others improved 
very distinctly, the general condition grew better, the pallor lessened, 
the number of white corpuscles increased and the strength improved. 
Menstruation, which had disappeared for three months and a half, 
returned after the fifteenth day in one case and after about three 
months in another. The authors believe that ovarine favors the elimin¬ 
ation of toxins, and introduces into the organism an antitoxic prin¬ 
ciple which has a general favorable effect, a conclusion which is 
scarcely borne out by the long continued treatment which was neces¬ 
sary before the patients showed any marked improvement. 

J. K. Mitchell. 

Further Observations on the Excretion of Uric Acid in Epi¬ 
lepsy and the Effects of Diet and Drugs on the Fits. By 
A. Haig. Brain, Spring, 1896. 

In this article, the author, whose views on the baneful effects of 
an excess of uric acid in the system are well known, attempts to estab¬ 
lish a causal relation between uric acid and epilepsy. His convictions 
and his hopes are expressed in the following statement: “The fits of 
epilepsy . . . bear an extremely close relationship to the uric acid 

headache (migraine), and like this are probably functional disorders 
due to altered circulation in the brain. . . . The headache is con¬ 

trolled with almost absolute certainty by a diet which frees the blood 
from excess of uric acid.” S. 



